Your City, Imagined Cities, and Cities of the World: 

Exploring Rough, Smooth, Horizontal, Vertical, Separated, and Touching

Unit Developed by Kristen Dudley and Caroline Van Sicklin

Southwest Baltimore Charter School – Ms. Heather Menchinger – 1st Grade

Big Idea: Cities are made up of many lines and textures, which we can explore using our senses of sight and touch. 
Essential Questions: 

How might the senses of sight and touch help us explore and understand cities?

What is a city?

What is not a city?

What is a horizontal line?

What is a vertical line? 

What parts of a city have horizontal lines? What parts of a city have vertical lines?

What parts of a city are rough? What parts of a city are smooth?

When you imagine a city, what does it look and feel like? How would you use horizontal and vertical lines to represent this city? What would these lines make? Would your buildings be touching or separate? Would they be rough or smooth?

Key Concepts 

Horizontal and vertical lines can be seen in cities.

Rough and smooth are textures we can feel in cities. 

Separate and touching buildings can be seen in cities. 

Cities are unique from other places in the world. Cities from other places in the world are unique.
Elegant Problem

Using a collograph process, explore textures and horiz/vert lines in order to create an imaginary city that shows rough/smooth textures, separate/touching buildings, and horizontal/vertical lines.

Long Term Learning Target

I can make a plate of my imaginary city. My city will have vertical and horizontal lines. It will have rough and smooth textures. Some of my buildings might touch, others may not. 

I can then make a collograph of my city using the plate I made.  

Short Term Learning Targets 

I will understand what vertical is. 

I will understand what horizontal is. 

I will be able to find vertical and horizontal lines in the city I live in and my imaginary city. 

I will know what a smooth texture feels like. 

I will know what a rough texture feels like.

I will know when a building is touching another, or when it is separate.

Lesson One Procedure – Day One Team Teach

September 27, 2010--10:30-11:10am

10:30 – 10:40: Introduction / Moving outside the classroom visually

(Caroline and Kristen together)
· Pass out nametags as we introduce ourselves. Explain that we have a lot of fun activities planned, but we need students on their best behavior to get to everything. Introduce the cue we will use to get their attention when necessary we will practice this multiple times.
· Give each of the five groups a collection of images. The images are made up of cities and non-cities: beaches, forests, fields, etc. 

· Ask the groups of students to organize the images into two groups. Ask them to look carefully at the images and decide what makes some similar and others different. 

· Allow the students to work in their groups for a few minutes until the images are organized into two piles. 

· Call students over, table by table, to the rug and have them sit in a circle on the outside of the rug. Ask that they sit next to their group members.

· Ask students to bring images with them to the rug. Ask that everyone carry at least one image.

· Have students help place the two groups in two separate boxes, made with ribbon, on the floor. 

· Discuss the images. Why are there two groups? What do you notice in one group that is not in the other? Why? Which image group looks like where you live?
· Nonverbal questioning here, to get all involved.  For example, “put your hand on your head if you live in a city-like place, and put your hand on your belly if you live in a non-city place…”

· Is there anything else you notice? Call on raised hands.

· Collect “other” images from center, remove ribbons, leave the city images in center of rug as inspiration. Explain that today we’re going to be thinking about how cities look and feel.

10:40 – 10:45: Building lines (Caroline)
· Each student receives two or so rectangles of construction paper (color that matches each table’s name tags). The words “horizontal” and “vertical” will be displayed prominently.

· Students are directed to create a line. Ms. Caroline and Ms. Kristen will build a horizontal and a vertical line, respectively, but will not explicitly tell students to do what they’re doing.

· Once they have completed a line the class will step back from the rug and assess the lines. 

· What direction is this line going in (up/ down, side-to-side)? Is the line tall? Is the line long?

10:45 – 10:50: Lines with our bodies (Caroline)
· Can you all show me what this line, the one that your group made, looks like if your body was to become it? 

· Have the class kinesthetically experience each of the five lines that the groups made. What do you notice about one as opposed to the other? If students are acting out a horizontal or vertical line, ask, Does anyone know what this line is called? What is the other line called? Words will be written on flashcards that are visible so they see the written word and hear the word both.
· Introduce “horizontal” and “vertical” as vocabulary words.

· Have the group sit back down on the rug. Call each group back to their table.

· Where do you see them every day? Are all lines separate or do they come together somewhere?

10:50 – 11:00: Previsualization (Kristen)
· Students are in their seats, seated around their tables. Have Doors book handy.

· “We are going to imagine that we are taking a walk through your city, the city of Baltimore, even though we’re sitting in our seats. Your imagination can take you anywhere you want to go. I want you to imagine that you are walking out of the front door of your house, as you would have done this morning. You walk out of your front door, down your street, and you turn the corner. But, as you turn the corner and start to walk, you realize that something is very different. You don’t recognize the street at all! You keep on walking and suddenly, you come to a door.”

· Reference selected image of door. Walk around slowly with image so all students get a good look.

· “Now before we go any further in our imaginations, I want you to close your eyes. Picture the door I just showed you. I want you to reach out and—OPEN THE DOOR! Behind the door is a brand new city that you’ve never seen before, never been to before. It’s a city that lives in your imagination.”

· “Now, you are going to start to explore this city—there is so much to see! You…”

· “See a mysterious building. You don’t want to go inside, but you are curious about what it feels like, so you reach out your hand… I need everyone to reach out their hands and keep their eyes shut…”

· Pass out textured cardboard. Put it in students’ opened hands.

· “What does it feel like? Think about it to yourself.”

· Weird noise. See a friend. Smell something yummy… that makes you miss home.

· They find their way back to the door, they go through it, and they are back in their neighborhood. 

· Ask them to open their eyes.

· Ask for a few of them to tell us what they did, what they saw, what it was like.

· Go over “smooth”, “rough”, and “texture” vocabulary words. 

11:00—11:10: Conclusion (Caroline and Kristen together)
· End the previsualization with some things to think about…. 

· On your way home from school today, while you’re walking, sitting in the car, running, look at the buildings you go by. What lines can you find in them? What do you think they feel like? If you can touch them, are they smooth or rough?

· Ask for volunteers to recap the lesson: did we learn any new words? See any new things in images or in our imagination? How did we move our bodies?

· Explain that tomorrow they will have the opportunity to make the city they explored in their previsualization.

Assessment 

Throughout the lesson we will be checking the students’ understanding by asking questions and watching their actions as they participate in the activities. 

At the end we will conclude the lesson with a review of the days activities and learning and leave them excited for the next lesson. 

Lesson Two Procedure – Day Two—Kristen Teach

September 28, 2010--10:30-11:10am

BEFORE CLASS

· Pre-cut pieces of board will be pre-sorted by group, with student’s names already written on back.

RE-INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW (10:30—10:37)

· Pass out nametags while students are in their seats.

· Re-introduce self, let them know that Ms. Heather, Ms. Whitney, and Ms. Caroline will be my helpers today. We have so much to get done, students can also help me out in a very particular way: when I give the attention-grabbing cue, they can give me their full attention. (Use cue within first minute of reintroducing it.)

· Will call students over by groups to the rug by table.

· Who can tell me what we did together, along with Ms. Caroline, yesterday? Have city images on hand. Hold up city images and ask that they trace horizontal and vertical lines with their fingers. Ask that they show me horizontal and vertical with their arms, carefully, without hurting or hitting their neighbor. Have vocab words visible.

· What did we do when we closed our eyes? Bring out picture reference of doorway. Where did you go? Have students close their eyes. What did you see / smell / touch / feel?

· Tell them what you saw / smelled / touched and show them your plate (block?). I saw a bridge, so I made a bridge (reference plate), I smelled cookies baking, so I made a bakery (reference plate), etc. But this plate isn’t a dinner plate. It’s a piece of art that will be inspired by the city in your imagination. If you can’t remember exactly what you thought of yesterday, that is okay, use your imagination to come up with some new ideas, or they can reference the city of Baltimore.

COLLAGE TECHNIQUE DEMO (10:37—10:44)

· Have students go back to their seats by calling individually.

· In order to make these plates, we are going to use a piece of board (hold up), glue, sponge, paper, and materials with texture. Each time a key term is referenced, like texture for example, it will be visible in written form.

· First, we are going to glue down shapes horizontally and vertically. Think about placement before you glue.

· Glue demonstration while walking around so students can see what I am doing:

· 
How much to use—little goes a long way, I promise!

· 
Where to put it on pieces they want to glue down—around the edge or in corners

· 
How to hold sponge

· 
How to press down on piece of paper you are gluing

· 
Where to wipe it if it’s on your hands (smock, newspaper, rub hands together, 
peel it off). Can wash hands at the end.

· 
Glue etiquette: don’t glue your neighbor

· 
Raise hand if you need more glue

· Pretend to start to glue down a piece diagonally, ask class: is this horizontal or vertical? Am I doing something wrong? Not wrong, but not what I’m asking for.

WORK TIME PART I—Horizontal and Vertical Shapes and Movement (10:44—10:54)

· Pass out smocks (if deemed necessary).

· Have teacher helpers help pass out materials. Students may start when a teacher says that they can-- when all supplies are at their tables—tray of paper, boards, glue tray with sponges. Glue trays should be taped down with masking tape to avoid sliding.

· Get started! 

· Address questions as they arise.

· One minute warning before texture is introduced.

WORK TIME PART II—Textured Materials (10:54—11:04)

· Use attention-grabbing cue! Stop working for just a minute.

· Remove trays of paper.

· If you thought paper was good, just wait! Let them peek into a tray of textured materials. The word “texture” will be referenced here for language arts reinforcement.

· Textured materials will be shown right before use. 

· Demo gluing down texture on top of flat paper shapes. Let them know that they might have to hold the piece they are gluing down for longer to make it stick.

· Encourage overlapping. Encourage touching materials before choosing to use them.

· Introduce trays of textured materials

· Get started!

· Raise your hand if you need help or have a question. Address questions as they arise.

· One minute warning.

CLEAN UP, PRAISE, CONCLUSION (11:04—11:10)

· Use attention-grabbing cue! Time to clean up.

· Guided clean-up:

· 
Paper scraps off floor and off table and into trays

· 
Sponges in glue trays

· 
Plate in front of you

· 
Hands in your lap

· Teacher helpers will clear materials, leaving plates in front of students

· Have everyone hold up their plates for each other to see

· Peer praise, the why or what they like about their peer’s work

· If you think you’re done with your plates, think again! Explain collograph with infectious excitement. Show inked plate. Show brayer. Show print. Who’s excited?!?

ASSESSMENT

· Peer praise will give indicator of understanding

· Look at finished plates:

· 
See if horizontals and verticals are present in first “layer” of plate

· 
See if texture overlaps the first layer pieces glued down

Lesson Three Procedure – Day Three—Caroline Teach

September 28, 2010--10:30-11:10am

9:00 – 10:10 (come back from Math) 

Pre-lesson: 

· Cover all five tables in newspaper – Number desks – one and two to know who their partner is. 

· Have painting and printing papers ready to go with images attached to the top face down on top of the newspaper. 

· Put trays and brayers together… paint will wait until we are ready to go 

10:25 – 10:35 


 Introduction and Review (at the carpet)

(while I am doing this Kristen will put the papers on the tables (one for each pair) as well as one tray and brayer per group of two. She will also move out the chairs as the students will be standing for this activity. Also put a piece of construction paper for each student in the center of the table for practice) 

· Good morning everyone. As you can see your tables are covered in newspaper for today’s project to keep them clean…. And just like we want the tables to stay clean we want you to be clean too. Pass out and put on smocks… and plates 

· Hand out the student’s plates from yesterday…

· What do you notice about your plate?

· Lets all point our finger to a vertical line in on our plate. 

· Point to a horizontal line (I will also be doing this while directing them)

· Review : Lets take a second and feel our plates

· Using sign language – do you feel something smooth on your plate? Point to the smooth part or piece on your plate.

· Do you feel something rough? Point to the rough part or piece on your plate. 

· Introduce Today

· We will be printing the plates we made yesterday… Does anyone remember that really big word we called them yesterday? Were making Collagraph prints. 

· To make these we need to put paint over our entire plate evenly. How are we going to do that? We are going to use a new tool called a Brayer (hold up the Brayer)

· It is so important that you have your ears wide open to listen to the instructions on  how we are going to use this, and what to do because it is all new! 

· We are going to be in pairs. It is really important that we take turns with our partner in the printing so that everyone will get to do it. 

· We are going to print together as a class and do step by step. When I ring the bell I need you to stop what you are doing and look up at me as I have something important to tell you. 

· There are numbers on the newspaper in front of you. If you are a number one you will be going first. Your partner is next to you with the number two in them in the same color. 

Back to Tables 


· Raise your hand if you are number one. Thank you. 

· Raise your hand if you are number two. If your hand is raised please put your collagraph plate in the center of the table. Thank you 

· Can everyone who understands this and is ready to begin not their head. 

10:35 – 11:00

Demo/Printing (I am partner one, Kristen will be partner two)

· First we are going to establish or make a work space for ourselves. Since we are working together we can share our partners space. 

· Please take the piece of white paper in front of you and flip it over and under it you will see a blue paper with a picture at the top. 

· Pass out the trays and brayers. 

· Set my station up at the front of the room. Ring the bell. I would like everyone to make sure that their station looks like mine… with your paper on one side and the tray and brayer on the other. 

· Partner number two raise your hand again. You are going to be in charge of holding the tray. Now this is a very important job. 

· Demonstrating… You need to hold it in place so it doesn’t move, but not too hard so that it breaks. Lets practice. 

· Perfect now partner two keep holding the tray lightly in place. Partner one please pick up the brayer. 

· Demonstrating… we are going to roll the Brayer gently back and forth only inside the tray. We do not need to push hard on the Brayer as it moves like a tire and will roll with a little push. There isn’t any paint in the tray yet, but in a minute there will be and we don’t want it to get everywhere. Make sure you move it back and forth a few times.

· Now pick up one of the pieces of paper in the center of the table, it doesn’t matter what the color is as this is just practice. Now put the paper on top of your plate. Don’t move it around once it touches because when there is paint on it it will smudge. Now move your fingers over the plate feeling all the shapes, lines, and textures under the paper. Make sure you press really hard and feel all of it so you can almost see your plate through the paper. Now carefully lift it up. 

· Now partner one move over to your plate. Roll on top of your plate with the Brayer covering the whole thing. 

·  Ring the bell. Please put the Brayers down partner one and let go of the trays partner two. 

· We are going to practice the opposite.

· Demonstrating again… Partner one please hold the tray lightly so it won’t break and it won’t move. 

· Perfect now partner one keep holding the tray lightly in place. Partner two please pick up the brayer. 

· Demonstrating… we are going to roll the Brayer gently back and forth only inside the tray. We do not need to push hard on the Brayer as it moves like a tire and will roll with a little push. There isn’t any paint in the tray yet, but in a minute there will be and we don’t want it to get everywhere. Make sure you move it back and forth a few times. 

· Now pick up one of the pieces of paper in the center of the table, it doesn’t matter what the color is as this is just practice. Now put the paper on top of your plate. Don’t move it around once it touches because when there is paint on it it will smudge. Now move your fingers over the plate feeling all the shapes, lines, and textures under the paper. Make sure you press really hard and feel all of it so you can almost see your plate through the paper. Now carefully lift it up. 

· Now partner two move over to your plate. Roll on top of your plate with the Brayer covering the whole thing. 

· Ring the bell. Please put the Brayers down partner two and let go of the trays partner one. 

Awesome job practicing. Now we are going to do the real thing. Please watch carefully to what I am doing.  

Painting and Rolling
· Demo… (with paint in tray) you are going to roll the Brayer just as you did in practice over the paint until the whole thing is covered. Hold the Brayer up (without enough paint on it)

·  Does this look like the whole thing is covered? Please sign to me your answer. What do you think I should do if its not? – Finish rolling the brayer in the paint. Hold it up again. Please sign to me if this looks like the whole thing is covered. 

· What is partner two, doing while partner one is rolling the Brayer in the paint? What is Ms.  Kristen doing right now?

· Once you  have done this step I want you to stop, partner one put the brayer down in the tray so the paint doesn’t get everywhere and have partner two let go of the tray and  raise their hand. 


You will be getting paint in your tray momentarily (Kristen pass out paint (). Please don’t touch the paint until all partners have received some.  

(while paint is being passed out….)

· Please sign me if you think you are ready to roll with paint. 

· Since your all ready can someone remind me what partner one will be doing?

· And partner two?

· Perfect. Please roll the Brayer and cover it with paint. (when all students have paint)

Now you are going to check and make sure that your plate is still in the center of the blue box on your paper. 

· Demo… now partner one is going to take the brayer filled with paint and roll it one more time through the paint. Pick it up and roll over their whole piece. Their partner is going to come to the side and instead of holding the tray they will hold the plate while partner one rolls over it. 

· Make sure that  you get as much covered in white as you can. Hold up mine – this is not enough… put  it down and roll over it some more

· You might need to put more paint on the brayer. Please ask your partner two to come hold  the tray while you roll the brayer in the paint. Then roll it over your piece again with your partner holding it. 

· … hold up… this is what it should look like when your finished. 

· Partner two please hold the tray of paint. Partner one pleas pick up your brayer and roll it in the paint a few more times. 

· Move over to your plate. Partner two please hold the plate. 

· Partners one roll your brayer over your plate covering it in white paint. 

· Once you have finished rolling your plate please put the brayer in the tray

· Partner two please raise your hand when you have finished. 

Printing!

· Ring bell when all seem to be about done (most hands are raised). 

· Now I need you to pay close attention. We are going to print, finally!

· The teachers are coming around with a white and red piece of paper. Please carefully pick up your plates partner one and partner two make sure the paper goes right on top of the white and blue paper. This is your printing area.

· Put your plate down on top of the red rectangle

· You will get one piece of black paper. 

· Partner one will place the black paper on top of their paint covered plate. 

· Demo – you will put it down and press down hard. I want you to feel all the textures and pieces of your plate underneath. While your pressing make sure you cover the whole piece, pressing and feeling everything underneath. Hold mine up – can you see the shapes through the paper?

· Partner two you have a very important job here…. Partner one is going to once they are all finished rubbing pull the black paper up. Partner two needs to when they can see the plate, pull the plate gently down back onto the paper. 

· Partner one will bring their paper over to the drying rope… (teacher will take it) 

· Partner two will bring the plate over to the newspaper covered carpet (teacher assisting)

· Make two prints.

Drying Area –

Have a teacher bring the print over to the drying station to hang the print to dry

(this will be a string with clothes pins for the prints to be put on. Or newspaper on the floor covering the carpet to place them on top of )


Now repeat….. 

· New white and blue papers will be put down and the red and old blue will be removed and disposed of. 

· Do exact same as above, but switch partner one and two around. 
Extra Activity:

(shouldn’t need, but just in case…)

If the pair of students finishes their print early (highly unlikely…) there will be a reading corner (on the reading carpet) with books about cities for the students to look through and read. 

11:00 – 11:05


Clean up! 

· Teachers go around and hand out baby wipes for the students to wash their hands off with (or the hand sanitizer student can if they are finished) collect the dirty wipes (or again have the trash student do so if they are finished) 

11:05 – 11:10 

Assessment

· Gallery walk (with smocks on still – take off right before lunch) 

·  Look for horizontal and vertical lines. Do you see any in your classmates prints?

· Can you see any texture? 

· Pause at each table and have a student point out one of the vocabulary words they see (if time allows).

