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Philosophy in Flux

“True art is unable to not be revolutionary, not to aspire to a complete and radical reconstruction of society.” --Towards a Free Revolutionary Art

“One must refuse to believe, however, that the comforts of specialized habits can be so seductive as to keep us all in our assigned places.” --Edward Said

Perhaps those opening quotes are more radical than I intend, but I truly believe that art has the power to hold individuals accountable, inspire change, and grant freedom. I had a college professor who once said that art more or less is a cosmic event that has the ability to change the world. While he admitted that it sounded corny, and maybe it did in that moment while we were sitting in class, I think there is something to be said for that sentiment, as well as the guts to declare it to a bunch of.

Art is one of the first instances in which we learn cause and effect: we can hold a mark-making implement, touch it (or smash it in) to a surface and we begin to recognize the influence we have on our world. We (ideally) learn to take responsibility, hold ourselves accountable, for the change we instigate or neglect to initiate. To see is inherently human, therefore visual language is one in which we can learn to communicate with, should a teacher not merely tell us about it or show it to us, but put the tools in our hands.

In terms of specific, documented teaching philosophies, I see myself as a combination of the following three: pragmatism / progressivism, existentialism / humanism, and reconstructionism. While that is a mouthful of -isms, I take a little something from these three approaches to comprise my philosophy. Once I start teaching, I might find that I more clearly align with one over the others, but for now, while my philosophy is in flux, I am divided into three student-centered approaches. The democratic nature of the of the pragmatic / progressivist theory, along with the notion that learning is a necessity of life are essential to my philosophy. The mutual trust between student and teacher in the existentialist / humanist theory is also tantamount. Achieving a balance between the classroom as a democracy, and addressing the needs of individuals at the same time is one of my goals. As indicated by my opening quotes, I also have inclinations toward a reconstructionist teaching philosophy. I would like students to tap into their potential as change-makers, world-shakers, through their artmaking. 

Special needs inclusion, student empowerment through participation in decision-making within the classroom, lessons, and assignments, and incorporating contemporary art into the curriculum, as well as integrating the arts into other subject areas when and where I can (and vice versa) are all dynamics I would like to promote within my classroom.

To summarize, my teaching philosophy emphasizes equality, trust, and reinforcing the potential for change in all lives, the world over. The way I see it, I have a whole lot to aspire to.

